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under the exigencies of circumstances. On the contrary,
political expedients safeguarded with innumerable complex
devices may tend to widen rather than bridge the gulf be-
tween India and Britain.
The truth, which must be frankly recognized, is that there
exists antagonism between India and Britain and that a
deeper realization of the true purpose of our mutual relation-
ship is not evident in our dealings with each other. I have
therefore no hesitation in affirming that the problem is
essentially spiritual and the ultimate bond between us
should be spiritual. True, India has been the recipient
of a number of political and economic concessions ; but
these by themselves are of no permanent importance till
they spring from a basic understanding between India and
Britain and are invested with spiritual values. It is the
absence of these values that renders concessions unreliable,
gifts devoid of generosity and grace, and tends to encourage
the spirit of bargaining. What we give or receive from a
bargain counter where affairs are measured only in terms
of political values cannot eliminate the causes of errors of
judgment in our mutual relationship. I do not under-
estimate the value of constitutional reforms—they may
certainly remove many of the present barriers between us
and make a way to avoid bitter conflicts. However, it
is a truism, but it must needs be repeated, that constitu-
tional architects may construct with meticulous care an
imposing edifice of State, but if it is not consecrated with
ethical concepts, it becomes a menace to real peace and
understanding among the people. It is with this con-
viction that the future administrators and politicians in
India must approach their problems. Their tasks involve a
change in the concepts of State and Society, so that the
polity of the State and the structure of the Society may not
be devoid of spiritual truth. To-day, both lack this essential
quality. Tagore laments that
" it is not the best ideals of a people that govern a foreign
country.   The tmnaturalness of the situation stands in the

